Autism Training Opportunities in Southwest Virginia 
Presents
October 26 2011
Reserve your space now    space is limited


Seeing Beyond “Behaviors”:  Using Positive Behavior Supports to Help Kids Develop Confidence, Competence and Well-being in School


This training will address recent research in cognitive science that can help teachers, parents and caregivers understand why many of our efforts to address student problem behaviors fail.  It will include specific strategies that are “building blocks” for promoting self-confidence, creating engagement and improving the quality of life in school for students with problem behaviors, their classmates, and their teachers.

Participants will learn:
· How our brains are “hardwired” for social interaction;
· Ways to create school communities that support positive social interaction (universal supports);
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Why it is essential to intentionally create predictability and valued experiences for students at risk;
· Simple, easy to implement strategies for creating predictability and valued experiences within daily routines (targeted supports);
· The power of the limbic brain and it’s influence on our behavior;
· Strategies to reduce limbic arousal, build self-confidence, and maintain safety for students and teachers (intensive supports).

Presenters:  
Dr. David Pitonyak consults and provides training nationally and internationally with individuals, families and professionals through his private practice called Imagine, which is dedicated to supporting people who experience disabilities and “difficult behaviors.”

Ms. Cyndi Pitonyak is Coordinator of Positive Behavior Supports for Montgomery County Public Schools.  Her work is focused on assisting school teams in developing quality positive behavior supports for students, and in designing instructional programs for students with complex needs.

David  and Cyndi have provided training and consultation to schools and other organizations throughout the United States, as well as in Canada, England and Ireland.  They live in Blacksburg, Virginia.
